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What’s 
News 


Business € Finance 


he FTC opened a new 

front in the probe of 
big tech companies, ordering 
several to provide detailed 
information about their ac- 
quisitions of fledgling firms 
over the past 10 years. Al 


+ Airbnb swung to a loss 
for the first nine months of 
last year, raising questions 
about the valuation and tim- 
ing of its expected IPO. B1 


@ A federal judge’s approval 
of T-Mobile’s takeover of 
Sprint will usher in a new 
balance of power in the 
U.S. wireless market. B1, B2 


+ Powell told a House panel 
that the Fed is closely moni- 
toring the extent of global 
economic disruptions from 
the coronavirus outbreak. A2 


+ Vice Media is on the hook 
for hefty payouts to private- 
equity firm TPG as a result 
of a 2017 funding deal. B1 


+ Credit-card debt in the 
U.S. rose to a record $930 
billion in the fourth quar- 
ter, and some cardholders 
are running into trouble. A2 


+ The S&P 500 and Nasdaq 
hit records, rising 0.2% and 
0.1%, respectively. The Dow 
slipped 0.48 point. B13 


+ U.S. companies are pay- 
ing more for insurance, a 
reversal after years of flat 
or declining rates for prop- 
erty and liability policies. B1 


+ Wells Fargo is overhauling 
its reporting lines in a bid to 
stamp out the corporate struc- 
ture implicated in the bank’s 
fake-account scandal. B12 

+ Daimler is cutting its 
dividend by a third in re- 
sponse to an unexpectedly 
sharp decline in profit. B3 


World- Wide 


— 


+ Sanders won the New 
Hampshire Democratic 
presidential primary with a 
narrow victory over runner- 
up Buttigieg. Klobuchar 
was in third place, ahead of 
Warren and Biden. Al, A4 


+ Four federal prosecutors 
withdrew from the Roger 
Stone case, as the Justice De- 
partment reversed itself and 
recommended less prison time 
for the Trump confidant. Al 
+ The Justice Department 
is in the late stages of decid- 
ing whether to bring charges 
against businessman and 
Trump ally Erik Prince. A6 


+ U.S. officials say Hua- 
wei can covertly access 
mobile-phone networks 
around the world through 
“back doors” designed for 
use by law enforcement. A1 


Doubts are proliferating 
among Wuhan residents 
over the accuracy of the test- 
ing kits that Chinese health 
authorities are using to diag- 
nose coronavirus cases. A7 
Beijing fired the high- 
est-ranking officials yet 
over the handling of the 
outbreak, replacing two pro- 
vincial health officials. A7 


+ National security adviser 
O’Brien said it was his deci- 
sion to remove Vindman, 
rejecting critics’ charge that 
the action was retaliation. A6 


+ The Philippines told 
the U.S. it would scrap an 
accord that is considered a 
cornerstone of the two coun- 
tries’ military alliance. A8 


+ Sudan’s transitional 
government agreed in prin- 
ciple to extradite Bashir to 
the International Criminal 
Court, an official said. A8 
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RICK WILKING/REUTERS 


Sen. Bernie Sanders is hoping his win in New Hampshire will propel him to victories in Nevada and South Carolina. 


Sanders Edges Out Buttigieg 


Berd” wie 


y 


In New Hampshire Primary 


CONCORD, N.H.—Sen. Bernie 
Sanders won the New Hamp- 
shire Democratic presidential 
primary Tuesday night in a 
narrow victory that ensures the 
race to challenge President 
Trump this November will re- 
main heated. 


By Chad Day, 
Eliza Collins 
and Joshua Jamerson 


With more than 85% of pre- 
cincts reporting, Mr. Sanders, 
who is from neighboring Ver- 
mont, had 25.7% of the vote, 
followed by Pete Buttigieg with 
24.4% and Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
of Minnesota with 19.7%. 


Sen. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts and former Vice 
President Joe Biden, who each 
have previously led the Demo- 
cratic field in national polling, 
lagged well behind with less 
than 10% of the vote. 

“Let me say tonight that this 
victory here is the beginning of 
the end for Donald Trump,” Mr. 
Sanders said to loud cheers at a 
watch party in Manchester. He 
also struck a tone of unity as he 
thanked his fellow candidates, 
whom he said he respected. 

“No matter who wins, and 
we certainly hope it’s going to 
be us, we’re going to unite to- 
gether. We are going to unite 
together and defeat the most 


dangerous president in the 
modern history of this coun- 
try,’ Mr. Sanders said. 

The 78-year-old self-de- 
scribed democratic socialist, 
who represents neighboring 
Vermont, had expected that a 
strong showing here would 
propel him into contests in Ne- 
vada and South Carolina, two 
states where he lost to Hillary 
Clinton in the 2016 presiden- 
tial primary. That year, Mr. 
Sanders easily won in New 
Hampshire with more than 
60% of the vote. 

Mr. Sanders’s win, following 
his near-tie with Mr. Buttigieg 
in last week’s Iowa caucuses, 
showcased the resilience of a 


candidate who only months ago 
suffered a heart attack while 
campaigning in Nevada. The 
Associated Press called the 
New Hampshire primary for 
Mr. Sanders shortly after 11:40 
p.m. EST. 

The victory came as candi- 
dates seeking to challenge Mr. 
Trump began shifting focus to 
two more diverse states and to 
later primaries with big dele- 
gate hauls up for grabs. The 
race appeared likely to remain 

Please turn to page A4 


@ Analysis: Front-runners 
emerge as Biden falters...... A4 

@ Bloomberg reiterates his 
regrets on stop-and-frisk... A4 


Antitrust 


Probe 
Of Tech 
Deals 
Widens 


Federal regulators opened a 
new front in their investigation 
of big tech companies, seeking 
to determine whether the indus- 
try’s giants acquired smaller ri- 
vals in ways that harmed com- 
petition, hurt consumers and 
evaded regulatory scrutiny. 


By John D. McKinnon 
in Washington and 
Deepa Seetharaman 
in San Francisco 


The Federal Trade Commis- 
sion on Tuesday ordered Ama- 
zon.com Inc., Apple Inc., Face- 
book Inc., Microsoft Corp. and 
Google owner Alphabet Inc. to 
provide detailed information 
about their acquisitions of 
fledgling firms over the past 
10 years. 

The new probe likely will in- 
volve hundreds of transactions 
that never drew federal scru- 
tiny because they were under 
the dollar-value threshold for 
antitrust review, which is edg- 
ing up to $94 million this year. 

“This initiative will enable 
the commission to take a closer 
look at acquisitions in this im- 
portant sector, and also to eval- 
uate whether the federal agen- 
cies are getting adequate notice 
of transactions that might harm 
competition,” FTC Chairman 
Joe Simons said. 

The FTC said it isn’t con- 

Please turn to page A10 


Mobile Power Shift 


@ T-Mobile’s takeover of 
Sprint ushers in new era 


of telecom giants. 

+ Heard on the Street: Deal 
math gets more 
complicated 


U.S. Says 
Huawei Ís 


Able to Tap 
Networks 


By BOJAN PANCEVSKI 


US. officials say Huawei 
Technologies Co. can covertly 
access mobile-phone networks 
around the world through “back 
doors” designed for use by law 
enforcement, as Washington 
tries to persuade allies to ex- 
clude the Chinese company from 
their networks. 

Intelligence shows Huawei 
has had this secret capability 
for more than a decade, U.S. of- 
ficials said. Huawei rejected the 
allegations. 

The U.S. kept the intelli- 
gence highly classified until 
late last year, when U.S. offi- 
cials provided details to allies 
including the U.K. and Ger- 
many, according to officials 
from the three countries. That 
was a tactical turnabout by the 
U.S., which in the past had ar- 
gued that it didn’t need to pro- 
duce hard evidence of the 
threat it says Huawei poses to 
nations’ security. 

When telecom-equipment 
makers sell hardware such as 
switching gear, base stations 
and antennas to cellphone car- 
riers—which assemble the net- 
works that enable mobile com- 
munication and computing— 
they are required by law to 
build in ways for authorities to 
tap into the networks for lawful 
purposes. 

These companies also are re- 
quired to make sure they them- 
selves can’t gain access without 
the consent of the network oper- 
ator. Only law-enforcement offi- 
cials or authorized officials at 
carriers are allowed into these 
“lawful interception interfaces.” 
Such access is governed by laws 
and protocols in each country. 

US. officials said Huawei has 
built equipment that secretly 
preserves its ability to access 

Please turn to page A10 
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end of their quarantine at March Air Reserve Base in Riverside, 
Calif. In China, concerns grew over the accuracy of tests. A7 


Stone Prosecutors 
Quit After Retreat 
On Sentencing 


By ARUNA VISWANATHA 
AND Byron Tau 


WASHINGTON—Four federal 
prosecutors withdrew from the 
case against Roger Stone on 
Tuesday, with one resigning as 
an assistant U.S. attorney, as 
the Justice Department re- 
versed itself and recommended 
less prison time for President 
Trump’s longtime confidant. 

The Justice Department’s 
move to withdraw the recom- 
mendation it made on Monday 
to a U.S. judge and propose a 
more lenient one came hours af- 
ter President Trump criticized 
in a tweet the original request 
that Mr. Stone spend more than 
seven years behind bars. 

After the reversal became 
public, Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Jonathan Kravis, one of the 
government attorneys who 
prosecuted Mr. Stone, with- 


drew from the case and re- 
signed from his post, according 
to a court filing. Three other 
prosecutors, Special Assistant 
U.S. Attorneys Aaron Zelinksy 
and Adam Jed and Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Michael Ma- 
rando, also said in court filings 
that they were withdrawing 
from the case. 

The fast-moving develop- 
ments came one day after 
prosecutors asked for a seven- 
to-nine-year sentence follow- 
ing Mr. Stone’s conviction last 
November for lying to Con- 
gress and witness tampering in 
connection with Robert Muel- 
ler’s investigation of Russian 
interference in the 2016 presi- 
dential election and any con- 
tacts between Russia and the 

Please turn to page A10 


@ Decision nears on charging 
Blackwater DOSS... A6 


Barcelona Splits Over Whether Gaudi Is Too Gaudy 


* * * 


Grand vision for his church, including staircase, riles neighbors 


By PIETRO LOMBARDI 


BARCELONA—Nearly a cen- 
tury after the architect Antoni 
Gaudi was hit by a tram and 
killed while cross- SB 
ing a road in Barce- 
lona, his successors 
are still decoding 
what he had in 
mind for his unfin- 
ished masterpiece, 
the city’s surrealist 
Sagrada Familia. 

The basilica has 
divided opinion for 


eras 
Under construction 


berance. Others thought it hid- 
eous. George Orwell wrote 
that “the Anarchists showed 
bad taste in not blowing it up 
when they had the chance” in 
his civil war memoir 
, “Homage to Catalo- 
nia.” 

A private founda- 
tion appoints teams 
of architects to figure 
out how Gaudi in- 
, tended to finish the 
| building. Some of 
them work on it for 
years, poring over 


years. Parts of it 
resemble giant termite hills 
towering over the city, de- 
lighting visitors with its exu- 


the fragments that 
remain from his notes. “Gaudi 
knew he wouldn’t finish the Sa- 
grada Familia and left us a 


path,” said head architect Jordi 
Fauli, who aims to complete a 
566-foot-high spire by the time 
a new building permit expires 
in 2026, making the temple the 
tallest religious structure in 
Europe. “It’s a constant chal- 
lenge, but we always find it.” 
Local residents would rather 
he wouldn’t try so hard: The 
next phase of construction 
might mean the demolition of 
their homes to make way for a 
sprawling new staircase and a 
grand surrounding area, up to 
200-feet wide and stretching 
across two blocks, leading up to 
the main entrance 16 feet above 
the sidewalk. 
Please turn to page A8 


INSIDE 


KAMIL KRZACZYNSKI/REUTERS 


U.S. NEWS 
Actor Smollett is 
indicted again on 
charges of faking 

hate crime. A3 


